








with radical movements, civil disobe

and protests, reflecting a city where citizens feel
empowered to drive change and express

their voices. This legacy is not only a part of Bristol's
past but also defines its contemporary identity."

Dr Edson Burton MBE, Curator, Art of Resistance
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"The exhibition was a vehicle for showing the
midway point that we had reached with the
research for the project. We had some fantastic
audio from the oral histories we'd collected with
artists and activists as well as pieces of artwork
that had been inspired by protest.”

Dr Edson Burton MBE, Curator, Art of Resistance
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focused on giving a background and context to
fhe established yet disparate radicalism and
protest in our city - in particular, how it has linked
to wider arts and cultural activity. It also gave
wider context to past heritage projects we have

- delivered s as What's Your Trinity Story and
Vice & Vi , which featured a range of musical
and social sub-cultures."

Dr Edson Burton MBE, Curator, Art of Resistance







IN FOCUS: TELLING UNTOLD STORIES

Dr Edson Burton reflects on the importance of uncovering
unheard stories

Diversity does not belong to the ‘woke’, it is merely a recognition of

our past. But what we mean by 'knowledge’, 'experts' and 'research’

has been diluted to the point of meaninglessness. Identity has once
again become a national football, a distraction used by all sides of
the political spectrum.

The role of the heritage sector is uniquely vital at this point in time.
Either through initiating or co-producing projects with community
partners, our sector has the opportunity to spread research skills
where it is arguably most needed and most impactful.

Art of Resistance needed to involve lots of Bristol's voices.

The People’s Republic of Stokes Croft gave unprecedented access to

a network of activist artists and audiences - each with their own
unique stories. Activist poet Deasy Bamford recounted Bristol's
green activism over the past three decades and artist Rosa Truelove
helped us to understand the innate creativity of squat culture.

All have helped to build up the stories of inner-city Bristolians and
the past 100 years of social activism, protest and civil disobedience.
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"We are, then, still on the cusp of
uncovering the richness of British history.
Only by recognising the importance to
our communities - local, UK-wide, and
international, present and future - can we
tell a deeper, wider story of the UK."

Dr Edson Burton MBE, Curator, Art of
Resistance
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